
 

NEWSLETTER: MAY 2025 

Greetings to all our friends and supporters 

My time in Kenya was both enjoyable and productive. 
During the rainy season, showers typically fell at night, 
nourishing the lush vegetation while allowing the days 
to remain mostly clear, despite the muddy conditions. 

Paul and Vivian are doing well, and under their 
leadership the mission has grown. The people have 
grown spiritually, and the various departments – as 
well as the buildings - of the mission are flourishing. 

EBENEZER CHILDREN’S HOME 

When I arrived, the children were still on term break, 
and it was joy to catch up with them all.  The cheerful 
sound of many children playing in the compound was 
delightful.  Once they returned to school, the place 
became quiet – until they came back in the afternoon. 

The children were treated to ice cream, juice, biscuits 
and lollies which they thoroughly enjoyed.  I also 
brought along some little matchbox cars, which were a 
big hit.  The younger children especially loved racing 
them up and down the verandah. 

Our avocado tree was full of ripe fruit, and some of the 
boys climbed the tree to pick avocados for everyone to 
enjoy.  Since it was the rainy season, the flying ants 
(termites) were out too. They are attracted to light and 
fall to the ground, where they burrow into the earth - 
if they manage to escape the eager children and adults 
who consider them a delicious treat. 

The children are all taught essential life skills to 
prepare them for when they leave the home.  They 
learn how to grow vegetables from seed to harvest and 
receive training in hospitality, including food 
preparation and cleaning – both for guests and for 
themselves. 

We have three students who have completed 
Secondary School and are now awaiting college 
placement, which is scheduled for this year. 

Internet and Wi-Fi in our area are quite unreliable, as 
is the electricity, which meant I was unable to send the 
children’s reports until I had returned to Perth. 

  

 

 
Paul & Vivian Ochieng 

 

 
Ebenezer Children 
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WORD ACADEMY 

Even though it was the first-term break, I was able to 
visit the school and see the new buildings and the work 
being done during the holiday. Work on the Junior 
School building is ongoing. There are just under 100 
students from Year 7 to 9. 
A new preparation area for the kitchen has been built, 
as preparing food for 400 plus students requires 
substantial space. There is also a need for a canopy 
over the ramp, and Paul is currently exploring how this 
can be done. A small room was created beneath the 
ramp and is currently being used for the uniform shop. 
 
The water tank supplying the Science Lab is functional, 
and the students are enjoying the use of the new 
facility. Most public primary schools do not have 
access to a science lab or a computer lab, but two or 
three local schools are now able to use both of ours. A 
heartfelt thankyou to everyone who contributed to 
these projects – they are making a real difference in 
the lives of many children. 
It was wonderful to attend the school assembly, which 
is held on Monday and Friday mornings. The entire 
school, from Playgroup to Grade 9, takes part. The 
scouts lead the assembly by marching out with the 
Kenyan flag, which is then raised as the children sing 
the national anthem. This is followed by singing and 
prayer, after which the teachers share 
announcements. The children are then dismissed to go 
to their classes. 
 
Painting and tiling for the Junior School building are yet 
to be completed and will be carried out during the next 
school break. The building includes three classrooms 
for Grades 7, 8, and 9. While the classrooms are large, 
their dimensions meet the Education Department’s 
requirements, as they are designed to accommodate a 
high number of students. 
The field adjacent to the school is the quickest route 
from the children’s home compound to the school. 
Unfortunately, during the rainy season—as is the case 
now—the field turns into a lake. To address this, a 
trench was dug and a small wooden bridge built over 
it for people to use. 

It works well, but I opted not to cross the bridge and 
instead took the longer route by car! 

 

 
 

 

School Assembly and Junior School Classromm 

 

 

Early Childhood Compound & Primary/Junior School 
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CHURCHES 

The three churches are thriving, with strong 
attendance across the board. The women’s ministry, 
which includes the 'Women of Valour' catering group, 
has been quite successful in its efforts. The men’s 
ministry also has its own projects, which are proving to 
be effective and fruitful. 
The youth ministry maintains gardens where they 
grow and sell produce, generating income to support 
further activities. All three churches have vibrant 
children’s ministries, and the children are flourishing. 
 
Each Sunday, I attended one of the churches, and on 
the final Sunday, we held a joint assembly with all 
three congregations. Despite heavy rain the night 
before, the event was well attended. Lunch was 
provided for everyone as we celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of African Word Ministries, which we 
founded in April 1995. 
 
At each church we visited, there was a Baby 
Dedication—including Pastor Fred and Dorine’s 
newborn son, Destiny, who was dedicated on my first 
Sunday there. Pastor Fred, along with Pastors Edwin 
and Guya, serve at Kayieye Church, the mother church. 
Pastors George and Sarah Okewa pastor the 
Nyapiedho Church, while Pastors Paul and Dianah 
Ogombe pastor the Komouk Church. All of them are 
doing a wonderful job serving and supporting their 
communities. 
 
Fundraising for the roof and pillars of our new 
auditorium is ongoing. As you can see from the photos, 
the balcony section of the building has been 
completed. The next step is constructing the roof and 
supporting pillars. The recent assembly was held in this 
building, with the congregation seated under the 
balcony, and tents set up in front to accommodate the 
pastors and leaders. 
 
More photos from my time in Kenya are being shared 
on Facebook, as it's not possible to include them all in 
the newsletter. If you're on Facebook, be sure to like 
our page to receive notifications whenever we post 
something new. 
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We want to sincerely thank each of our sponsors 
and supporters. Your kindness and generosity 
have made it possible for us to care for so many 
children and bless others in the community. We 
truly couldn’t do this without you. 
 
Lots of love 
Anna & Family, Paul, Vivian & Family and the 
team of AWM. 
 

 
 

 

 

This is the little bridge over the trench that people use 

to get to the school compound. 

 

Bank Details 

Westpac Bank Details 

Westpac Banking Corp, Perth WA 
BSB: 036000 
Account No.: 569859 
 

Prayer Items: 
• Pray for the health and upkeep of our 

elderly. 

• More land is required for the school. 

• ECD Kitchen completion 

• Church Auditorium 

• Security, particularly for our compounds 

& families. 

• God’s provision for Ebenezer Children’s 

Home, Word Academy & Word Christian 

Churches. 

• for the school. 

• ECD Kitchen completion 

• Church Auditorium 

• Security, particularly for our compounds 

& families. 

• God’s provision for Ebenezer Children’s 

Home, Word Academy & Word Christian 

Churches. 

 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

 

 

https://www.africanwordministries.org/ 


